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MR. NANALAL SHAH
The task of moving the First Resolution was entrusted to Mr, Nanalal
Valji Shah, who spoke in  English.   We summarize his speech below:
We have met today for very serious business.   Mr. Duncan, has said  that the
new law is necessary, because the registers1 already issued are such as can be
sold, and with these, others who do not have the right come in.   Now let us
take the example of a bank.   Suppose a bank finds that some forged notes bear-
ing its name have passed into currency, will it cancel all the notes ?  Mr. Duncan
tells us that because our registers are faked, he will give fresh ones in exchange.
What a law this is!   But I assert that the registers are not counterfeit.
Producing his own register Mr. Shah declared, "This register contains
my name, my wife's name, my caste, my profession, my height, my age/5
and slamming the paper on the table, he added:
It bears even my thumb'impression.   Is all this not enough?     How can any-
one else use this register?   Does the Government want now to brand us on our
foreheads ?  I will never return my register.   Neither will I be registered again.
I prefer going to gaol, and I will go there.    (Applause.)
Mr. C. K. T. Naidoo seconded Mr. Shah and explained the matter
to the Tamil-speaking people in their language,
MR. ABDUL RAHMAN
Mr. Abdul Rahman rose to move2 the Second Resolution. In his
brief speech he said that we suffered greater oppression under the British
regime than under, the Boers. As Sir Henry Cotton had put it, while
the Boer Government flogged us, the British Government was scourging
us with scorpion stings.3
DR. GODFREY
Supporting Mr. Abdul Rahman, Dr. Godfrey said :
The tall promises made to us by Lord Milner, Lord Roberts and Mr. Chamber-
lain have proved worthless.   ('Shame!')
The Doctor produced a photograph of the late Queen-Empress that had
been distributed by the Indian community among its schoolboys in Durban/
and said:
We worship this Queen, whose Proclamation has been set at naught by the
Transvaal Government. Whereas under the Union Jack we should get equal
rights, liberty and justice, we have instead slavery, injustice and denial of our
rights. I do not at all agree that there has been an influx of Indians without
permits or with false ones. I defy Mr. Loveday and his company to contradict
me if they have the courage. We are not going to submit to such oppression.
We shall go to gaol rather than do so. Let no one imagine that we shall run
away in fear. If the bill is passed, we will storm the courts and say, 'Arrest us*.
(Applause.)             ,,                                         .
3-In the Gujarati, Gandhiji has xised Register** for "registration certificates".
-    2 The original has "to second".
3 At the twentieth session of the Indian National Congress held at Bombay in 1904, he said,
"In dealing with Indian Colonists their [the British rulers'], little finger has been thicker than
Mr. Kruger's loins, and where he had chastised with whips, they have chastised with scorpions.1*
4 Vide Vol. Ill, pp. 178-9 and illustration facing p. 184.